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Chapter 4

forests

Many millions of people depend on
forests for their livelihood yet forests can
seem harsh and hostile places to those living in or beside them.
Sometimes it seems that the only way to survive is to clear the forest to
grow food. People in some countries, especially in industrialised areas,
where life is often easier, appreciate the fact that wilderness areas still
exist: places where the forests are vast and full of wildlife. Forests absorb
carbon dioxide and help guard against climate change. The ‘global
community’ especially the rich, must be prepared to help pay for the
safe keeping of the forests, which means looking after the people who
would destroy it just to survive.
The forests of Africa cover 615 million hectares, but before humans began
chopping, the forests would have covered much more of the land. Africa’s
forests are unique and important to the whole world. They live mainly in
the tropical zones of Western and Central, Eastern and Southern Africa.
With more than 200 million hectares covered in trees, a third of
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Africa’s forests live in the Congo Basin. Africa is losing its forests fast. One
fifth were lost during the 1980s and 3.4 million hectares every year between
2000 and 2010. The rate of loss has slowed down, but >600 million m3 are
cut for timber and fuel each year. We must think and act in more
sustainable ways to preserve our forest ecosystems and the services they
provide.

Trees are fundamentally fantastic
Trees provide humans with shade from the sun, shelter from the rain,
warmth from firewood, charcoal and coal, and a feast of food and
furnishings - fruit, nuts, chairs, tables, broomsticks, fishing rods, magic
wands and medicine. Trees bind the soil so that other plants can live on
the forest floor, they hold water in their branches and they make the rain.
Masses of different animals live on and inside trees. Woodpeckers
snuggle inside their trunks, tree frogs squash under their leaves, bats
dangle bottom-up from their branches, spiders spin in their bark. Baobab
trees can be 12 metres in diameter – big enough to drive a car through.
Trees are the oldest things alive. Some trees live for thousands of years.



More than 2,000 tropical rainforest plants have the potential to
fight cancer.



Half of all the world’s medicines come from plants



Scientists did a study in Korup National Park, Cameroon, and
found that the value of the standing forest was four times higher
than the value of the fallen wood.

Fruit may be eaten by your great great great grandchildren,
from a tree planted by you!!!
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