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1  |  Forests

Multipurpose Trees

What is this Action Sheet about?
This Action Sheet illustrates some of the amazing multipurpose trees used by agroforesters in Africa. You 
will find more by talking to knowledgeable people. Do a survey of the trees that grow in your area. Ask 
which trees grow well and find out what they do for people and soil.
Action Sheets 35: Agroforestry and 49: Tree-planting, contain further tips about how to grow trees and 
where to get seeds.

ACACIA ALBIDA  (FAIDHERBIA ALBIDA) – WHITETHORN
SWAHILI: mgunga,mkababu
Acacia albida is indigenous (occurs naturally) in 19 African countries. Other acacias such as Acacia 
scorpionides, and Acacia tortellis are also useful multipurpose trees, indigenous to many African countries

Growing Guide
WHERE WILL IT GROW
Altitude: -270-2700 m     				  
Mean annual temperature: 18-30°C    			 
Mean annual rainfall: 250-1200 mm
Soil: Coarse-textured well-drained alluvial soils; tolerates 
seasonal water-logging and salinity but cannot withstand 
heavy clayey soils.
PROPAGATION AND MANAGEMENT
See Action Sheet 37: Planting fodder banks for livestock

Goods
•	 Fodder (shoots, 

leaves, pods)
•	 Good for bees
•	 Timber
•	 Poles
•	 Tools
•	 Fuelwood
•	 Tannin
•	 Medicine

Services
•	 Shade
•	 Shelter
•	 Mulching
•	 Nitrogen fixing
•	 Windbreak
•	 Living fence – very 

thorny!
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Growing Guide
Leaves are eaten by giraffe, eland, kudu, sable, black 
wildebeest, nyala, impala, klipspringer, springbok, Sharpe’s 
greysbok, steenbok, Damara dik-dik and warthog
WHERE WILL IT GROW
Altitude: - Up to 2000m     				  
Mean annual temperature: 12-30°C     			 
Mean annual rainfall: 446-1200mm
Soil: Grows on a variety of fine texture soils. Can grow in 
shallow soils and cope with seasonal waterlogging, salt 
spray and soil salinity. A very hardy species, most common 
in dry areas.
PROPAGATION AND MANAGEMENT
Remove the flesh of the fruit and soak the seeds in cold 
water for 6 hours. Plant in a seedling tray with a thin layer 
of river sand and keep moist. Take care not to damage the 
long tap root when planting the seedlings out.
Alternatively, sow seeds or root suckers directly where you 
want your plants to grow. Can be coppiced and pollarded. 
Young trees must be protected from browsing cattle.

Goods
•	 Fodder for wildlife and 

livestock (leaves)
•	 Good for bees
•	 Fuelwood
•	 Timber

Services
•	 Living fence – makes 

a very good barrier
•	 Shade

ZIZIPHUS MUCRONATA – BUFFALO THORN
Ndebele: umphafa
Shona: muchecheni
Swahili:mkunazi
Tswana:mokgalo
Xhosa: umPhafa
Zulu: isiLahla, umKhobonga, umLahlankosi, umPhafa
Indigenous to Sub Saharan Africa

Sources

World Agroforestry Centre
Agroforestree Database, Action Environmental, 11 Forests Health Magazine. Illustrations by Alexi Francis

•	 Boma/kraals
•	 Tools
•	 Edible fruit (high in Vitamin C 

and essential nutrients)
•	 Medicine


