
TREES - CLEANING, WATERING, 
FILTERING THE WORLD

Forest and other terrestrial ecosystems are made up of lots of different creatures: fungi, 
insects, mammals and plants. Together, they clean our water, our air, make our soil, and 
absorb our carbon gases. Lowly animals like worms, slugs and bacteria consume our rubbish 
and dead bodies. Without them we would be up to our ears in dung!

Without fungi we would be constantly treading on dead wood and even animal bodies! It has 
been estimated that such ‘natural services’ are worth around US$33trillion a year to the world 
economy. To replace them using manmade machines may be impossible. If it were possible, 
it would cost a huge amount of money; far more than it would cost to look after the nature 
that provides them for us already.

Water Wonderful Forest!

Water gives life, but can also destroy. When rain falls on bare soil, it washes it away, leaving 
the land infertile. When lots of rain falls on bare soil, it rushes away, flooding villages, towns 
and cities downstream. Forests act like sponges. They slow down the rain, so it soaks into 
the ground. Rivers that flow through forests are clearer, smoother, less likely to flood or run 
dry than those that flow through deforested land. When the sums are done, standing forests 
pay their way. In New York, U.S.A., a forest was saved from development because the cost of 
replacing all the services it provided would have been millions of dollars more than the profits 
from building on the land.
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